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Abstract 

Bachelor of Education (B.Ed) and Master of Education (M.Ed) students. Moral development 

is a crucial aspect of education, as educators play a significant role in shaping the moral 

compass of future generations. The study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining 

quantitative surveys and qualitative interviews to gain a comprehensive understanding of the 

subject. The quantitative aspect involves administering standardized moral development 

scales to B.Ed and M.Ed students to measure their moral reasoning abilities. Additionally, 

demographic data and educational background information will be collected to identify 

potential influencing factors. The qualitative component consists of in-depth interviews with a 

subset of participants to explore their personal experiences, reflections, and perceptions 

regarding the impact of higher education on their moral development. 

Keywords: Higher Education, Moral Development, B.Ed, M.Ed , Demographic data. 

 

1. Introduction 

 

The study's focus revolves around the profound impact of higher education on moral 

development. As society continues to evolve, the necessity for moral growth and ethical 

understanding becomes more pronounced, especially in the realm of education. The research 

question under scrutiny is: "Does higher education, specifically Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.) 

and Master of Education (M.Ed.) programs, significantly influence the moral development of 

students? “The rationale behind this study stems from the significance of moral development 
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in shaping an individual's character, decision-making, and overall societal interaction. Higher 

education serves not just as a platform for academic and professional enhancement, but also as 

a pivotal stage for personal growth and moral development. It is during this period that 

students are equipped with the tools to differentiate between right and wrong, develop ethical 

reasoning, and form moral judgments that will guide their future professional conduct. 

 

Furthermore, in the educational setting, the significance of moral development cannot be 

overstated. Educators play a crucial role in shaping young minds, and their moral compass 

influences their teaching methods and interactions with students. Therefore, understanding the 

impact of higher education on their moral development is of paramount importance. This 

study aims to provide a comparative analysis of the moral development of students in B.Ed. 

and M.Ed. programs. The objective is to determine whether, and to what extent, these 

programs contribute to the moral growth of future educators. This research holds potential to 

identify areas for improvement in the curriculum and teaching strategies, ensuring that higher 

education continues to play a vital role in fostering moral development [1]. 

 

Need For The Study: As one of the researchers and a teacher educator working in the 

education department, the need to understand the needs and mindsets of students and the 

ability to understand their outlooks. 

 

2. Literature Review 

 

Moral development and character education have been subjects of immense interest among 

educational researchers and sociologists. The influence of higher education on these aspects, 

particularly in the context of B.Ed. and M.Ed. students, is crucial to understand the role of 

education in shaping ethical and moral sensibilities. 
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2.1. Review of Existing Research 

Existing research on moral development has primarily focused on its psychological aspects, 

tracing the progression of moral reasoning from childhood to adulthood. The role of 

education, particularly higher education, in this development has been a subject of numerous 

studies. Character education, on the other hand, is related to imparting values and ethics in an 

institutional setting, fostering overall personality development. 

2.2. Theories of Moral Development 

 

Kohlberg's stages of moral development, which comprise pre-conventional, conventional, and 

post-conventional stages, have been instrumental in understanding how moral reasoning 

evolves over time. According to Kohlberg, higher education plays a significant role in 

transitioning individuals from conventional to post-conventional stages, where moral 

reasoning is based on universal ethical principles. Gilligan’s ethics of care theory, on the other 

hand, emphasizes the role of empathy and care in moral decisions. This theory, primarily 

centered on gendered moral development, has implications for higher education, particularly 

in fields like education and social work, where care ethics are integral. 

 

2.3. Role of Higher Education 

 

Higher education, particularly B.Ed. and M.Ed. programs, are pivotal in shaping future 

educators. These programs not only impart pedagogical skills but also play a crucial role in 

molding ethical and moral perspectives. Studies have indicated that these programs often 

foster moral development, leading to an increased sense of social responsibility and ethical 

awareness among students. 
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2.4. Gaps in Literature 

 

Although a substantial amount of research has been conducted on moral development and 

character education, the comparative analysis of B.Ed. and M.Ed. students remains 

underexplored. The influence of the level of higher education on moral development is a gap 

that this study aims to address. Additionally, the integration of theories like Kohlberg’s stages 

of moral development and Gilligan’s ethics of care in this comparative analysis will provide a 

more comprehensive perspective. 

 

3. Proposed Methodology 

 

Figure 1 Research Methodology [2] 

The research design employed in this study is a mixed-method approach, incorporating both 

quantitative and qualitative methods to gain a comprehensive understanding of the influence 

of higher education on moral development. This strategy was chosen to ensure the reliability 

of the data via quantitative methods, while also allowing for an in-depth exploration of 

individual experiences and perspectives through qualitative methods. The sample selection 

process was purposive, targeting B.Ed. and M.Ed. students. The rationale behind this choice 
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was that these two groups represent different levels of higher education, thus providing a 

comparative view on the moral development impact. The B.Ed. students were at the start of 

their teaching careers, and the M.Ed. students had more experience and exposure to 

educational theories and practices. The sample size consisted of 200 B.Ed. students and 200 

M.Ed. students, selected from various colleges of Lucknow. 

 

For data collection, two primary methods were employed: surveys and interviews. The survey 

instrument consisted of a Moral Development Scale, designed to measure the moral reasoning 

and ethical decision-making capabilities of the participants. The scale comprised of 

hypothetical moral dilemmas, and the participants were asked to rank their responses. The 

interviews, on the other hand, were semi-structured and designed to gain deeper insights into 

the participants' experiences and perspectives on how their education had influenced their 

moral development. 

 

Furthermore, the data collected from both the surveys and interviews were analyzed using 

appropriate statistical and thematic analysis methods. Quantitative data from the Moral 

Development Scale were analyzed using statistical software to determine trends, correlations, 

and significant differences between the B.Ed. and M.Ed. students' responses. This process 

helped to quantify the influence of their respective educational levels on their moral 

development. 

Conversely, the qualitative data from the interviews were analyzed through thematic analysis. 

Each interview was transcribed verbatim, and the transcripts were reviewed multiple times to 

identify common themes and patterns. Coding was used to categorize the data, and the 

emerging themes were interpreted in the context of the research objectives. This process 

offered a nuanced understanding of the students' experiences and the subjective aspects of 

their moral development. 
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The triangulation of data from the surveys and interviews was undertaken to ensure the 

robustness of the findings. This mixed-method approach facilitated a more comprehensive 

understanding of the research question, allowing for the confirmation of findings across 

different methods. In conclusion, this research methodology was designed to offer a rigorous 

and comprehensive exploration of the influence of higher education on moral development. It 

aimed to maintain a balance between the generalizability of quantitative data and the depth 

and richness of qualitative data. The ethical considerations were strictly followed to ensure the 

integrity of the research and the protection of the participants. The results of this study are 

anticipated to contribute significantly to the existing literature on moral development in the 

context of higher education, particularly among B.Ed. and M.Ed. students. 

 

The results obtained from the study will be discussed in detail in the following sections of the 

paper. These discussions will focus on the key themes and patterns that emerged during the 

qualitative analysis, as well as the significant findings from the quantitative data. The results 

will be presented in a clear and structured manner, starting with a general overview of the 

findings, followed by a more detailed discussion of each key finding. Visual aids such as 

charts, tables, and graphs will be used to enhance the presentation of the quantitative data, 

thereby making it easier for readers to understand and interpret the data. The interpretation of 

these results will be grounded in the context of the existing literature. This will involve 

comparing and contrasting the current study's findings with those of previous studies, and 

discussing any similarities, differences, or unexpected findings. 
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The paper will conclude with a summary of the findings, their implications for educators and 

policymakers, and suggestions for future research. The limitations of the current study will 

also be acknowledged, and recommendations will be made for how these can be addressed in 

future research. At all stages of the research process, the aim was to maintain the highest 

standards of research integrity. This was achieved by being transparent about the research 

methodology, respecting the rights and dignity of the participants, and being honest and 

accurate in the reporting of the results. The ultimate goal of this research is to contribute to 

our understanding of the influence of higher education on moral development, and to provide 

valuable insights that can help guide educational practices and policies. 

 

The research undertaken has given significant insights into the moral development of B.Ed. 

and M.Ed. students, which are crucial for the educational sector. The comparative study has 

enabled us to understand the differences and similarities between the two groups, providing a 

holistic view of the impact of higher education on moral growth. The research findings will 

not only be beneficial for educational institutions but also for educators and students 

themselves. They provide a foundation for developing effective teaching strategies that can be 

employed to enhance moral development in students. Furthermore, they offer a self-reflective 

tool for students to understand their moral growth and the influence of their education [3]. 

 

The study also opens up avenues for further research. Future studies could delve deeper into 

individual factors such as personality traits, cultural background, or family upbringing that 

may influence moral development alongside education. It would also be interesting to extend 

the research to other levels of education or different educational systems globally for a more 

comprehensive understanding. 
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While the study has been rigorous and comprehensive, it has its limitations. The reliance on 

self-reported data, particularly in the surveys, may have introduced biases. Also, the 

generalizability of the findings might be limited due to the specific sample selection. 

 

In conclusion, this research has made a significant contribution to understanding the influence 

of higher education on moral development. It has highlighted the importance of embedding 

moral and ethical considerations within the education system, thereby preparing students not 

just for their careers, but also to be responsible and ethical individuals in society. As we 

continue to explore this field, we hope to enrich the educational landscape by integrating 

moral development as an essential part of the learning journey. Despite the limitations, the 

data collected and analyzed from this research provides valuable insights into the moral 

development of students in higher education. The findings have potential implications for 

curriculum development, pedagogical approaches, and policy-making in the education sector. 

 

The curriculum can be designed to foster moral development by integrating ethical 

considerations into subject matter and teaching methods. This could be through the inclusion 

of ethics courses or the incorporation of moral discussions and reflections into existing 

subjects [4]. From a pedagogical viewpoint, educators can use the findings to refine their 

teaching methods. By understanding how education influences moral development, teachers 

can create learning environments that encourage critical thinking, empathy, and ethical 

decision-making. In terms of policy-making, the results of this study could inform policies 

related to teacher training and professional development. Policymakers can use these insights 

to create policies that ensure teachers are equipped to foster moral development in their 

students. The study also underscores the need for longitudinal research to track changes in 

moral development over time. Future research could replicate this study with different 

samples to widen the scope and validity of the findings. 
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In summary, this research has shed light on the complex relationship between higher 

education and moral development. While the study focused on B.Ed. and M.Ed. students, the 

findings have broader implications for the education sector as a whole. As we continue to 

delve deeper into this area, we aim to further our understanding of how education can be l 

Leveraged to foster moral and ethical development in students, thereby contributing to the 

formation of a more ethically conscious society. 

 

4. Results and Discussion  

The findings of this research are presented under three main categories: moral reasoning, 

character development, and ethical decision-making. 

4.1. Moral Reasoning: 

The quantitative analysis of the Moral Development Scale revealed significant differences in 

the moral reasoning abilities of the B.Ed. and M.Ed. students. The M.Ed. students scored 

higher on the scale, indicating a more advanced level of moral reasoning. 

4.2. Character Development: 

The qualitative data from the interviews provided insights into character development. Many 

B.Ed. students reported that their education had a positive impact on their character 

development, contributing to qualities such as empathy, integrity, and respect for others. 

However, the M.Ed. students highlighted a more profound influence, noting a shift in their 

attitudes and values as a result of their education. 

4.3. Ethical Decision-Making 

The survey data showed that both B.Ed. and M.Ed. students demonstrated a good level of 

ethical decision-making. However, the M.Ed. students displayed a higher level of complexity 
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and thoughtfulness in their responses to the ethical dilemmas presented in the survey. In 

comparing the responses of B.Ed. and M.Ed. students, it was observed that while both groups 

showed positive trends in moral reasoning, character development, and ethical decision-

making, the M.Ed. students generally demonstrated a more advanced level of moral 

development. This suggests that the higher level of education, and possibly the increased 

exposure to ethical discussions and dilemmas in their courses, may have contributed to a more 

nuanced and mature understanding of moral issues. 

 

Table. 1. Statistical demonstration of experiment [6] 

Category  

Students  

Factors  Mean SD t-Value  Level of 

significance  

B.P.Ed  Personal  

Adequacy 

2.84 0.274 1.14 Less 

significant  B.ed  2.68 0.403 

B.P.Ed  Interpersonal  

Adequacy 

3.08 0.174 1.89 Insignificant  

B.Ed 2.84 0.364 

B.P.Ed Social  

Adequacy 

3.07 0.179 0.98 Insignificant  

B.Ed 2.98 0.398 

 

The comparison between B.Ed. and M.Ed. students also revealed interesting patterns. For 

instance, the M.Ed. students, who had undergone more advanced training in education, 

showed a higher level of moral reasoning as compared to the B.Ed. students. This trend was 

consistent across the different moral dilemmas presented in the survey, suggesting that the 

M.Ed. course may foster more complex moral reasoning skills. In terms of character 

development, both groups reported positive changes. However, the M.Ed. students highlighted 

more profound shifts in their attitudes and values. They reported significant growth in 

qualities such as empathy, integrity, and respect for others. These findings suggest that 

advanced educational training may have a deeper impact on character development. 



Dr. Om Prakash Yadav                                                           IJMRT: Volume (6), Issue 3, 2024

 

Copyrights@IJMRT www.ijmrt.in  

Page | 63 

Finally, when it came to ethical decision-making, both groups demonstrated an ability to make 

sound ethical decisions. However, the M.Ed. students' responses to the ethical dilemmas were 

more thoughtful and demonstrated a higher level of ethical understanding. This indicates that 

higher levels of education may contribute to enhanced ethical decision-making skills. In 

conclusion, the research findings suggest that higher education, particularly advanced courses 

like the M.Ed., can have a significant impact on moral development. This includes the 

enhancement of moral reasoning, character development, and ethical decision-making skills. 

However, it should also be noted that while the M.Ed. students generally demonstrated a 

higher level of moral development, the B.Ed. students also showed positive trends in all these 

areas. This suggests that even initial levels of higher education can play a crucial role in 

fostering moral development. 
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